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Old Somerton Inn--The Charm Of Generations Past 


By STEVE BIONDO 

Mrs. Mary Jane Arthur, 
who has made a career out of 
teaching math--first at 
Whaleyvile, now at Forest 
Glen High School—is one of a 
relatively few Americans 
who are becoming a focus of 
interest in this bicentennial 
year because of the houses 
they live in. 
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Mrs. Arthur lives in what 
used to be called the 
Somerton Inn, a two-story 
frame house believed to have 
been built around 1774. The 
old inn is located half a mile 
off U. S. 13 in Somerton, a 
small group of old houses 
clustered halfway between 


Whaleyville and the North 
Carolina state line. 


sometime in 1774. Lafayette is said to have spent the night here 
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An old story says a‘man was murdered in the cellar below 
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this fireplace in the Somerton Inn’s main room. However, Mrs. 
Arthur reports seeing no ghosts. The mantelpiece dates to 


about 1815. 


Mrs. Arthur is quite ready 
to entertain visitors at odd 
hours because she is used to 
it. “Lots of students have 
come here, asking to look 
around and take 
photographs,”’ she says. 

The students who visit the 
Somerton Inn are not 
disappointed. The home is 
solidly constructed of oaken 


The old Somerton Inn is believed to have been constructed in 1825, on a visit to the American friends he had made as a 
French general in the Revol 
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Battle Of The Deserted House 


The battle of the Deserted 
House or Kelly's store, about 
12 miles west of Suffolk, on 
the Blackwater road was 
fought on January 30th, 1863, 
Gen. Roger A. Pryor com- 
manding the Confederates, 
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and Gen. Michael Corcoran 
the Union forces. This lasted 
for some time, and there 
were many men and horses 
killed on the Union side. The 
signs of the cannon balls on 
the trees can still be seen. 
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A few days later there was 
an engagement near Holland 
between the Federal cavalry 
under Col. Spear and the 
Confederate rockey battery, 
a part of which was captured, 
and brought to Suffolk. 
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beams on the understructure- 
-the joint is held together by 
thick wooden pins about nine 
inches long—and planked by 
wood on the outside. The 
home features an unusual 
double chimney on the east 
side of the house,, one 
fireplace serving the inn’s 
main room, and the other, is 
for adjacent dining room. 
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Much of the original plaster 
finish still adorns the walls, 
except for the ceiling in the 
main room. Mrs. Arthur had 
to have that ceiling re- 
plastered a few years ago 
when she returned from a 
vacation to discover a huge 
piece had fallen off. 

The main room is 
dominated by the Federal 
Era fire-place and man- 
tlepiece, constructed of a 
mixture of wood, brick and 
plaster. The fireplace 
remains the way it was 200 
years ago when tired colonial 
travelers warmed their feet 
at its base. 

Mrs. Arthur recalls a 
childhood story that a man 
was murdered in the cellar 
beneath the main room’s 
fireplace, but she reports 
seeing no ghosts. “‘Of course 
not,’’ she laughs, ‘“‘there’s no 
such thing.” 

One of the inn’s grandest 
hours was in 1825 when the 
Marquis de Lafayette report- 
edly stayed the night there 
ona trip south. Lafayette was 
touring the country whose 
freedom he helped secure 
with French forces at 
Yorktown. A number of the 
American officers he served 
with still lived in the 
Tidewater area, and 
Lafayette apparently made it 
a point to visit them on his 
trip. It was while staying at 
the inn that his escorts from 
the Old Dominion turned him 


Somerton Inn that have not 
been altered since the house 
was built circa 1774. There 
are four bedrooms upstairs, 
originally built to house 
weary travelers. 
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over to delegates from North 
Carolina for his journey 
through the Tarheel State. 

Much of the history of the 
Somerton Inn is obscured 
because important records on 
its various owners and land 
transactions of the area, as 
well as personal narratives ef 
the inn’s history, were burned 
by Union troops who occupied 
Suffolk in 1862. 

Mrs. Arthur has lived in the 
old inn for 27 years, and it had 
been in her family for many 
years prior to that. But much 
of the inn’s history is not 
known even to her. 

Many of the windows in the 
18th century section of the inn 
are apparently very, very 
old. They are not factory 
blown glass, but are replete 
with bubbles and even debris 
such as home-made or 
locally-made glass. would 
have had. When looking 
through the glass a distorted 
image is presented to the 
viewer. 

Mrs. Arthur says students 
have also commented on the 
doors in the house. Whether 
or not they are original, or 
just copies of the original 
doors—they are of the same 
pattern as originals 
documented today—she does 
not know. 

The floor boards of the old 
inn are also intact. They are 
of solid, hardwood and neatly 
fitted together. Unlike the 
younger rear section of the 
ri OPT ery, 


The stédrway and hall plastering are original teateres of ih 
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house — which also settled 
considerably in the 100 years 
since its construction--the 
floors remain unyieldingly 
solid. 

In fact, the older section of 
the house appears solid 


enough to last another 100. 
years without renovation. If? 
so, then Mrs. Arthur’s*- 
descendents will have to 

worry about getting the old: 
Somerton Inn in shape for the ~ 
Tricentennial. =~ 


This old high chair in the Somerton Inn converts to a walker. 
It may date back to the Civil War era. 
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A completely equipped airport facility, 
Suffolk Municipal Airport serves a variety of 
business, professional, and private citizens 

throughout the area. 


Services include aircraft rental, leasing, 


seasonal crop dusting, flight instruction, and 
a permanent parachute-drop zone. 


Visitors will find a snack bar and courtesy car 
available, and lodging and restaurants nearby, 
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